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Peru: Notes On Violence &amp; Related Developments, Oct.
2-nov. 9
by Barbara Khol
Category/Department: General
Published: Thursday, November 15, 1990
Oct. 2: According to Col. Juan Rivero, military commander for the Huallaga river valley region, over
a two- week period, 155 persons were killed in the area, mainly Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path)
rebels. Oct. 5: The government ordered a 60-day extension of the state of emergency for Lima and
the port of Callao. Eight departments and one province are under military control, accounting for
over half of Peru's population. Oct. 18-19: Police arrested more than 500 people following a series
of night-time bombings in Lima and the surrounding area. Two electrical pylons were shattered
east of Lima, causing blackouts in several parts of the city. A security guard at the Bata-Rimac
shoe factory was killed in an attack by 20 rebels armed with submachine guns and automatic
weapons. Guerrillas disguised as police bombed the Callao Foundry in the port city. Subsequent
fires caused heavy damage to two buildings. A rebel unit tossed explosives at the German Embassy
in the wealthy Miraflores district, destroying a door and shattering windows in a 100-meter radius.
In the San Isidro neighborhood, firebombs caused a fire in a local shop. Unidentified persons
planted an explosive device near the US embassy. The bomb was deactivated. Oct. 21: In the Upper
Huallaga river valley, guerrillas ambushed a general's jeep in the city of Tarapoto, 611 km. north
of Lima. Gen. Mario Britto Romero was severely wounded. His driver and two bystanders were
killed, two bodyguards and a child were seriously wounded. Police said they did not know if the
attack was perpetrated by the Sendero Luminoso or the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement
(MRTA) rebels. An estimated 100 rebels attacked police headquarters at Concepcion, Ayacucho
department, killing a sergeant and wounding eight other policemen. The attack was the second
on the headquarters in three years. National Police sources reported four children aged 10 to
15 shot and killed a labor union member at his vegetable stall in a Lima market and made their
getaway chanting Sendero Luminoso slogans. Witnesses said the killers rebuked the victim for
cooperating with police. Police said they arrested five suspected Sendero Luminoso members
who hurled explosives at two police cars in the El Salvador neighborhood, Lima's most densely
populated district. Oct. 23: A work stoppage ordered by the Sendero Luminoso paralyzed the
city of Ayacucho. Citizens reported a total suspension of activities in government offices, schools
and private businesses. At a nearby community, police sources said about 100 rebels began the
two-day forced strike by stopping a bus carrying 45 passengers to work in violation of the work
stoppage. The assailants ordered the passengers out and robbed them before dynamiting and
burning the vehicle. In Lima, National Police reported that Abel Canales, a non-commissioned army
information specialist, was shot to death by three suspected Sendero Luminoso rebels as he left his
home in Huancayo, located 315 km. east of Lima. Other incidents reported by the National Police
follow: * On Oct. 22, Sendero Luminoso rebels assassinated Tino Lopez, mayor of Huachac, Junin
department, and Jorge Alvarado, mayor of Huascahuru, Ayacucho department. Lopez's killers later
burned the municipal building at Huachac, while another Sendero group torched the town hall at
nearby Manzanares. * Also on Oct. 22, in Huaraz (400 km. northeast of Lima), TV journalist Pedro
Macedo Figueroa was shot to death as he opened his door to a group who showed up at his home.
A spokesperson for Lima's Channel 4 said that Macedo, a Channel 4 correspondent, had ignored
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death threats and continued filing news reports on Sendero Luminoso activities. Pedro Figueroa,
director of a pedagogical institute in Huaraz, was murdered on the same day. According to the
Spanish news agency, EFE, since Sendero Luminoso was established 10 years ago, 21,000 people
have been killed. Material damage has been estimated at $19 billion, equivalent to six years of
Peru's export revenues. Oct. 24: A delegation of the World Council of Churches met with President
Alberto Fujimori to request the creation of a peace commission to monitor human rights in Peru.
The Council asked that commission members include senior government officials, and that it be
given authority to deal directly with claims of abuse. Later, at a news conference, Spanish magistrate
Jose A. Martin Pallin, a member of the Council delegation, expressed the group's condemnation
of "terrorist subversion." He said, "Violent deaths have no place in a community whose majority
has declared itself for a democratic system." The Council delegation included a French bishop, a
leader of Canada's Liberal Party, a member of Japan's national legislature, plus Catholic priests
and Protestant pastors. For the first time in nine years, the state of emergency was lifted in the city
of Ayacucho, province of Huamanga, Ayacucho department. Four other provinces in Ayacucho
will remain under military control for another 60 days. Oct. 25: Police sources said the bodies of six
presumed victims of Sendero Luminoso hit squads were found in different locations in the city of
Huancavelica southeast of Lima. All victims were bound, blindfolded and tortured before being
shot in the head. Investigators said four of the victims were men between the ages of 24 and 26.
In the hamlet of Acchi, Ayacucho department, a police agent and six rebels were reported killed
during a clash at a microwave installation. Two unidentified bodies were discovered in the city
of Ayacucho. In Huancayo, Junin department, assassins killed Tino Apolinario Lopez, an active
promoter of the local campesino self-defense organization, and secretary general of the Junin
Campesino Federation. Sendero Luminoso guerrillas shot to death army intelligence officer Lt.Col.
Oscar Augusto Caballero on a Lima street. Caballero was stationed in Ayacucho department. Oct.
28: In the port city of Callao, suspected Sendero Luminoso rebels assassinated Julio Fernandini
Cavero, a non-commissioned officer with navy intelligence. The killing took place during the day
within eight blocks of navy headquarters. Oct. 29: The British Embassy in Lima confirmed that
ornithologists Michael Alan Entwistle, 30, and Timothy Peter Andrews, 32, who disappeared in
the Upper Huallaga river valley on June 11, are feared dead. The Britons were last seen in Tingo
Maria, a jungle city located 320 km. northeast of Lima. They entered the jungle area June 1 to
visit a cave known for its variety of birdlife. According to a report by the Associated Press, the
two men may have been mistaken for US anti-narcotics agents by Sendero Luminoso rebels, who
kidnapped and killed them. Oct. 31: Ten Sendero Luminoso rebels wearing hoods entered the
government's National Food Support Office (Oficina Nacional de Apoyo Alimentario-ONAA) in
Huancayo (250 km. east of Lima), and demanded to see identification documents of all persons
present. Upon discovering office supervisor Sergio Rudas, the rebels said, "This is the dog we are
looking for." Rudas was then shot in the head. In Cerro Pasco department, Floriano Gora, deputy
mayor of the village Tupac Amaru, and Laurentino Mendoza, president of the campesino selfdefense organization in Pucurhuay district were killed. Nov. 2: The bodies of eight shooting victims
were found in different parts of Huamanga, Ayacucho department. Police said investigations
were underway to determine if the victims were killed by rebels or rightist paramilitary groups. A
series of attacks on electrical towers on the evening of Nov. 1 caused a city-wide blackout. Police
sources reported that in Lima, Tupac Amaru rebels fired at the home of sociologist Raul Gonzalez.
Gonzalez, who specializes in the study of the Sendero Luminoso guerrillas, threw himself to the
floor and was not injured. Nov. 4: Police in Lima reported unidentified rebels fired at least two
rocket grenades into the US consulate in the Miraflores district, and escaped after a brief shootout
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with security forces. Windows in the structure housing the consulate and other nearby buildings
were shattered by the blasts. About 50 Tupac Amaru rebels attacked a police post staffed by about a
dozen agents at Pacaysapa, San Martin department. Two officers and two civilians were wounded.
The guerrillas seized eight machineguns, and some uniforms and bulletproof vests. Later, in a
related incident, guerrillas carrying guns and explosives ambushed a patrol of about 20 police who
had been dispatched to Pacaysapa. A police agent was killed and four other officers were wounded
in the attack, which occurred as the patrol returned to its headquarters at Tarapoto, located about
800 km. northeast of Lima. The bombing of a high-tension tower caused a blackout at Callejon de
Huaylas, Ancash department. Meanwhile, in Yungay, Sendero Luminoso rebels caused severe
damage to a high school. In the city of Ayacucho, police sources said suspected Sendero Luminoso
rebels tossed a grenade into the midst of a security patrol in the Plaza de Armas. Six soldiers, six
police officers and an air force officer were wounded. Sendero Luminoso leaflets were distributed
in several Ayacucho locations ordering citizens to participate in a strike on Nov. 5-6, similar to
the Oct. 23-24 action which paralyzed the city. Bomb experts deactivated two explosives in the
southeast Peruvian tourist city of Arequipa. Nov. 5: Police said two policemen were killed and 20
people injured in shooting and bomb attacks by Sendero Luminoso guerrillas. Targets included
the US consulate in Lima, the main square of Ayacucho, and government health service offices in
Trujillo, a coastal city located 491 km. north of Lima. According to the Associated Press, the attacks
were in response to the government's lifting of the state of emergency at Ayacucho. Nov. 7: Lima's
largest synagogue was bombed, along with a series of agencies associated with the US. No one was
seriously hurt. Perpetrators were believed to be MRTA rebels. Five soldiers, 30 guerrillas and two
civilians died in a rebel ambush of a military convoy near Tingo Maria, 402 km. northeast of Lima.
Sendero Luminoso rebels seized a police post in the village of Yautan, Ancash province. Police said
the death toll included two soldiers, and a lawyer and his driver. Nov. 8: The murders of dozens of
Peruvian reporters prompted members of the Brussels-based International Federation of Journalists
to meet with Defense Ministry officials and legislators. Soldiers and police are suspected in at least
eight killings and guerrillas in another six. Evidence on the perpetrators of other murders is not
clear-cut. In Lima, a police officer was shot to death by suspected rebels. A suspected guerrilla in
another part of the city was killed during a shootout with police. In the Upper Huallaga river valley,
two leaders of a farming community were dragged from their homes and shot to death by suspected
guerrillas. Nov. 9: Forty-five guerrilla-related deaths in two days prompted the Peruvian congress
to ask Interior Minister Adolfo Alvardo to deliver a report to legislators on the situation. Lima daily
newspapers El Comercio and La Republica reported 30 Shining Path guerrillas and five soldiers died
in a battle in a jungle area of Huanuco department, about 560 km. northeast of Lima. Other sources
contacted by Notimex confirmed there were casualties, but could not provide precise information
on numbers. (Basic data from EFE, 10/21/90, 10/23/90, 11/04/90; AP, 10/02/90, 10/05/90, 10/19/90,
10/21/90, 10/25/90, 10/29/90, 11/04/90, 11/05/90, 11/08/90; AFP, 10/18/90, 10/19/90, 10/24/90, 10/28/90,
10/31/90, 11/09/90; DPA, 10/19/90, 10/25/90; Notimex, 11/02/90, 11/09/90)
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